GIFTS TO SCHOOLCLHILDREN

Goal
To promote better understanding of socio-economic differences and inspire a culture of
philanthropy amongst Armenia’s youngest generation.

Objective
The Gifts to Schoolchildren project will aim to connect Armenian children in Yerevan with
those who live in the vastly poor border communities of Nagorno Karabagh through a mutually
beneficial exchange. By building partnerships between schools and ultimately the children in
both of these areas these groups will be able to gain a greater understanding of one another and
their respective communities. Children in Yerevan in particular will be able to gain a greater
understanding about poverty and will hopefully see the joy in helping others less fortunate.

Project Description
Life in Armenia’s capital of Yerevan is different from the rest of the country; things move at a
faster pace with greater opportunity for education and job prospects. Not far beyond the heart of
the city however, one can find a more rural, antiquated way of life, where living in poverty is
more the norm than the exception. Often, many children in these areas never really have a chance
to know life outside their own villages.
Gifts to Schoolchildren will enable around 600 kids in Yerevan to have the opportunity to
participatea in a Christmas initiative. Ayo! initiated a partnership between about 6 schools in
Yerevan, through which Yerevan students will create shoebox “gift boxes” for their counterparts
in poorer, border communities. The boxes will contain much-needed, everyday items like
stationery, a hygiene kit (containing a toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, a comb and a
towel, for example), toys, cookies, in addition to a personal letter from each sender. The gifts
will be distributed to children between the ages of 7 and 9 who attend either first, second or third
grades in the border region of Hadrut in Nagorno Karabagh.
In total, about 1800 children will participate in this project. By allowing them to engage with
each other, they will be opened up to the differences in each other’s lives and communities,
ultimately creating a mutually beneficial exchange. Children in the villages will have the added
comfort of knowing that there are people out there who care for them.
Children are shaped by their environment and as ambassadors of the nation’s future, this project
aims to take them beyond what they know, ultimately broadening their perspective. We can teach
them about other places if we show, tell and take them there.
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Budget
Item

Price per Unit

Quantity

Total in AMD

Shoebox

100 AMD

638 items

63,800

Ayo! additional presents

1600 AMD

638 items

1,020,800

200 AMD/ km

500km

100,000

120 AMD/ km

900km

108,000

31.000AMD

4 people

Total in USD
$ 134
$ 2,149

Transportation to NK
(truck with gifts)

$ 210

Transportation to NK
(Ayo! Staff)
Logistics
Grand Total

94,000
1,386,600

$ 227
$198

$2,919
Exchange rate
475AMD=$1
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